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General

1) Why are you running for office? Are there specific issues or concerns you wish to

focus on? Do you think Fairfax City is headed in the right direction? Why or why not?

I seeking re-election to continue to make out city a great place to live, work and

play, by the following but not limited to:

1) Promoting the growth of small businesses

2) Emphasizing smart growth and appropriate land use

3) Ensuring affordable and diverse housing options

4) Making our neighborhoods safer and pedestrian-friendly

I believe our city is headed in the right direction because we have implemented a

new revised comprehensive plan, small area plans are completed for Oldtown, Northfax

and currently working on Kemp Washington.  Also, an affordable dwelling unit ordinance

is in place making sure new developers are required to provide a percentage of affordable

units within their development.  I also believe we have a strong leadership at City Hall

and making sure the next set of City Council members willing to work together to move

us forward is obviously very important to maximize our potential.

2) Please summarize your history of civic engagement in Fairfax City that supports

your candidacy for public office.

I have been on the City Council since 2018.  Prior to that, I was president of the

Korean American Association of Greater Washington.  I also serve as a board of
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director on the George Mason Korea as well as George Mason School of Arts.  I

am also the president of the World Taekwondo Federation Humanitarian

Foundation for US chapter.

Specific

1) Many areas of Fairfax City lack a connected street grid, forcing more vehicles

onto its major roads and constraining residents’ access into and out of their

neighborhoods. In recent years the city has started to make progress in creating a more

functional street grid through projects such as the University Drive extension and the

planned Government Center Parkway extension. However, these new connections often

arouse opposition from residents concerned about cut-through traffic. How would you

work to create a more efficient and connected street grid?

I believe the South Street extension to Chain Bridge Road, Farr Ave extension to

Chain Bridge Rd which are on the works currently would be very helpful.  I also

believe when the PVI project was approved, it was a big “miss” on not connecting

Cedar Ave.

2) Affordable housing is a problem locally, regionally and nationally. What steps can

Fairfax City take to address this issue? How can Fairfax City effectively use its

Affordable Housing Trust Fund?

As mentioned in one of the answers previously, we now have an ordinance

mandating required affordable dwelling units to developers.  This of course offers

bonus density to developers but in return we receive much needed affordable

dwelling units.  But, overall we need to be cognisant of the MOU we have in place

with Fairfax County for managing the affordable dwelling units program so that it

would make sense fiscally in the future.

I would like the Affordable Housing Trust fund to be used to offer interest free

loans to our public safety personnel for their needed downpayment on their first

home purchase.

3) What is your vision for Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town? What steps can Fairfax

City take to help Old Town become a vibrant shopping area and attractive tourist

destination?

I would like to see Old Town have pedestrian only streets.  This can be done only

during specific times of the week, perhaps only on weekends.  It would provide
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more opportunities for our Oldtown shops and restaurants and the Oldtown would

become a destination not just a drive by.

4) The new Flats on University has brought 800 young adults into the heart of Old

Town Fairfax. What steps can the city take to ensure these new residents feel welcome?

How can the city help ensure they have the services and amenities they want?

I believe having a bike share program that will be implemented shortly would be

one of the helpful ammentity.  I also believe if we had all of the restaurants in

Oldtown Fairfax to accept Patriot Dollars it would increase patronage from the

students to utilize our downtown more.  Also, having banners welcoming students

and families that visit our Oldtown Fairfax would also be a great way to show we

embrace GMU students.

5) At least three different reports (Vision for Fairfax and Mason, Fairfax 2020

Commission Report, and City of Fairfax Old Town Fairfax Revitalization Plan) have

recommended looking for near-term opportunities to add housing in Old Town. Progress

has been made with Providence Square, Mayfair on Main, and the Flats On University all

coming online. Is more urban density housing still an appropriate goal for Old Town?

Why or why not?

I believe having more people living walking distance to Oldtown Fairfax would

certainly be helpful for businesses to thrive.  There are still opportunities available

for more housing in and around Oldtown Fairfax by revamping current existing

land use.

6) Do you support Fairfax City’s recent decision to create a stormwater utility?  Why

or why not? If you do not support this initiative, what revenue source would you identify

to fund meeting state-mandated stormwater quality standards?

I was initially against the stormwater utility not because I was against addressing

the stormwater issue.  I wanted to fund it from the general fund rather than

creating a new utility for our residents.  Once utility is created, it is here to stay

which incurs extra out of pocket expense for our residents.  I was concerned more

about mentally and physically disabled residents, low income seniors, veterans,

and other non profit organizations.  Personal property tax can be reduced or

waived depending on residents' financial situation but a utility had no wiggle room

to adjust or waive.  That’s where I had issues.  I wanted to have city staff find a

way to help those that are in financial need to assist them.
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7) Motivated by the Total Maximum Daily Load plan for reducing pollution of

Accotink Creek, Fairfax City is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects to

reduce stream erosion. Yet the prime cause of stream erosion lies not in the streams, but

in upland built-up areas. How can the new stormwater utility fee be used to reduce the

runoff from paved surfaces that is the source of the erosion?

Now that we have a stormwater utility fund set up, we are able to finance big

projects that have been delayed.  Recent approval to acquire a 14.8M bond to fund the

project and with other possible future financing, I believe, we will be able to meet the

state mandated quality program.
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