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General 
 
1)  Why are you running for office? Are there specific issues or concerns you wish to 
focus on? Do you think Fairfax City is headed in the right direction? Why or why 
not? 
 
Gratitude is the core reason I seek to serve.  Undoubtedly, so many candidates for any 
office share the simple desire to serve, a belief in their ability to improve the status quo, 
or a self-determination that one’s personal traits are so unique that citizens are 
underserved without them.  My sincere belief, however, is that seeking public office 
should not be about oneself, but those who we seek to serve while embracing the 
philosophy of servant leadership.  As an immigrant who is truly blessed to have 
witnessed first-hand the realization of the American Dream, I have spent my entire 
adulthood in service in an attempt to repay our American society the tremendous 
opportunities afforded to my family.  We have a uniquely special community in the City 
of Fairfax, and I am dedicated to preserving the close-knit and positive environment we 
enjoy. 
 
Having served in uniform for nearly two decades as a Navy Reserve officer and with a 
decade of congressional experience, I have had the opportunity to develop leadership and 
policy skills at the highest levels.  Through my professional experiences I have closely 
observed great, mediocre, and substandard leaders from across our Nation and the world.  
I worry constantly about the types of individuals we see ascend to political power.  Some 
substandard leaders are driven by pure self-interest, misguided about the principles of our 
representative government, or are simply apathetic to the duties of their office.  While I 
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choose not to believe that I am unique in realizing these concerns, I am passionate about 
ensuring that our citizenry is represented by sincere, thoughtful, and humble leadership.          
 
Additionally, as a City of Fairfax resident, I have been an active participant in numerous 
civic and charity organizations, and enjoy listening to and contemplating various 
perspectives of our fellow residents – including those who may disagree with views.  
Combined with my legal education, military experience, and legislative and government 
oversight background, I believe I am a strong candidate to improve the construct of our 
City’s governance. 
      
While the improvement of our City’s governance is critically important, unfortunately, 
our City is not immune to the growing economic uncertainties.  As a City, we will 
increasingly face difficult economic choices ahead.  I do not believe any one person is 
uniquely qualified to address the troubling uncertainties we face.  I hope that my focus, 
however, on seeking community input to serve as a representative for our residents to 
City Hall, and my deep public policy and government oversight background will be 
helpful in ensuring the stability of our City. 
 
We have also seen a rapid amount of growth and development in our City.  I am a strong 
advocate of sensible development and provide the most thorough review of every project 
before the Mayor and Council.  As my focus as Mayor will be on doing everything within 
our municipality’s power to address residents’ concerns about affordability, growing our 
local economy, and ensuring sensible development, I will always look to all sides of an 
issue and listen to all of our stakeholders - you, the resident, our business community. 
Council Members, Planning Commissioners, and our City’s partners - prior to making 
decisions. 
 
The direction of our City is also dependent on external factors to which we need to 
thoughtfully adapt and maneuver.  The changing dynamics of the broader economy will 
dictate what types of development - commercial and residential - are most appropriate 
and needed in our City.  As Mayor, I will keep a keen eye on trends and data to best help 
lead our City to success.   
 
2)  Please summarize your history of civic engagement in Fairfax City that supports 
your candidacy for public office.  
 
It’s been an honor to serve on the City Council since June 2018.  I have also served on 
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments Climate, Energy, and 
Environmental Policy Committee as well as the Virginia Municipal League General 
Laws Committee and Human Development and Education Committee.  Prior to my 
service as a Councilman, I served an City appointee to the Fairfax Alcohol Safety Action 
Program Policy Board.  As a veteran, I also served as the Second Vice Commander of our 
local American Legion Post 177.  Additionally, I served as the President of the Cameron 
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Glen Homeowners Association.  I believe my extensive and years of progressive local 
civic engagement support my candidacy for Mayor. 
 

Specific 
 
1)  Many areas of Fairfax City lack a connected street grid, forcing more vehicles 
onto its major roads and constraining residents’ access into and out of their 
neighborhoods. In recent years the city has started to make progress in creating a 
more functional street grid through projects such as the University Drive extension 
and the planned Government Center Parkway extension. However, these new 
connections often arouse opposition from residents concerned about cut-through 
traffic. How would you work to create a more efficient and connected street grid? 
 
First, there are no opportunities for a grid system east of Old Lee Highway. With Daniels 
Run as an extensive green network, Main Street is cut off from Old Lee forcing Little 
River Hills, Fairview, Comstock as well as Old Lee Hills, Country Club Hills and Great 
Oaks to use our major arteries - Route 236 (Main Street), Route 50 (Fairfax Boulevard), 
Pickett Road, Old Lee Highway, Chain Bridge Road and Jermantown Road.  We are a 
crossroads and this creates constant traffic issues. 
 
Several connecter grids, however, are in progress with University Drive having been 
completed.  Government Center Parkway (which has little or no opposition) is also 
progress while South Street is in the planning stages.   
 
There are limited opportunities to create a grid system mainly when new projects come 
forward.  Areas such as Fairfax Circle/Lotte Plaza, Combined Properties at the Safeway 
site or the Super Block bounded by Sager Avenue, School Street, University Drive, and 
Chain Bridge will offer new opportunities for a grid. 
 
2)  Affordable housing is a problem locally, regionally and nationally. What steps 
can Fairfax City take to address this issue? How can Fairfax City effectively use its 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund?  
 
There are several pending or potential development applications that will include 
affordable housing - the Presbyterian Church project with 10 units, the Lutheran 
Church/Cardinal Court project starting with 120 units, the Lamb Center/Hi-Way Motel 
project with 54 units and the American Legion project with 69 affordable units.  These 
applications will need to work their way through Planning Commission and City Council 
and could offer a significant number of affordable units. 
 
Additionally all, provided some caveats and requirements, other applications under 
consideration could offer a minimum of five percent of units in the project as affordable 



 

Fairfax City Citizens for Smarter Growth candidate questions 

in compliance with the City’s Affordable Housing Ordinance.  These projects in their 
totality will increase affordable opportunities for residents. 
 
The City’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund is a challenged initiative.  For example, the 
current balance is wholly insufficient to provide adequate funding for partnering with 
various organizations for affordable funding.  I would support eliminating potential 
developer funding for the Fund in the future and would instead recommend setting aside 
units either for sale or for rent.  The current balance could also be used to subsidize and 
support pending affordable housing projects until the fund is depleted. 
 
3)  What is your vision for Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town? What steps can 
Fairfax City take to help Old Town become a vibrant shopping area and attractive 
tourist destination?  
 
Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town is a very small area comprised of only a few blocks.  
Establishing a vibrant shopping area is difficult when retail is challenging to attract.  
Therefore, the City will need to look for increased dining opportunities, City events, and 
experiential opportunities to attract both residents and visitors from the region. 
 
City-sponsored events such as, Rock the Block, Fall Festival, Restaurant Week, the Asian 
Festival, and other similar opportunities will bring residents and visitors alike to the 
downtown area.   The Economic Development Authority and Economic Development 
Office should spearhead partnership opportunities for the City and the business 
community to enhance the City as a destination.  One of the many roles as Mayor I look 
forward to fulfilling is to work with our economic stakeholders to develop stronger and 
more meaningful partnerships. 
 
The City could also explore opportunities with the business community to make an area 
by Main Street and University Drive pedestrian-only on an anticipated schedule to 
encourage visitors to shop, dine and explore our Old Town area. 
 
Lastly, it is imperative to improve traffic signalization and pedestrian walkways as well 
as increase lighting for safety in our Old Town area. 
 
4)  The new Flats on University have brought 800 young adults into the heart of Old 
Town Fairfax. What steps can the city take to ensure these new residents feel 
welcome? How can the city help ensure they have the services and amenities they 
want?   
 
The Flats on University is a new housing option for our student residential community. 
The 800-plus student beds are equalivant to 275 multi-family units.  There are many 
ways to ensure students feel welcome through recreational programming and City events 
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to attract students.  Encouraging students to stay in the downtown area though City 
events should not be challenging. 
 
The more challenging issues relate to the future fabric of our economic development and 
the types of retail or dining opportunities available or beneficial to our City.  For 
example, should we encourage more breweries?  Do we need more clothing shops?  What 
is the right mix of retail and dining experiences to attract students, families, senior 
residents, and  visitors?  Both the City Council and the Economic Development Authority 
will need to explore opportunities to ensure that all are well served.  As Mayor, I will ask 
these questions and collaborate with our Council and economic stakeholders to develop 
the best strategy ahead. 
 
5)  At least three different reports (Vision for Fairfax and Mason, Fairfax 2020 
Commission Report, and City of Fairfax Old Town Fairfax Revitalization Plan) 
have recommended looking for near-term opportunities to add housing in Old 
Town. Progress has been made with Providence Square, Mayfair on Main, and the 
Flats on University all coming online. Is more urban density housing still an 
appropriate goal for Old Town?  Why or why not?  
 
Adding housing is a reasonable and admirable goal for the Old Town area, but we must 
do a better job at considering the necessary infrastructure to accompany additional 
housing.  Given the economic uncertainties and correlating housing markets, we need to 
be mindful of what types of new housing and quantities are sensible and most 
advantageous for our City’s residents.  Whether we consider rental or owner-occupied 
housing, townhomes, assisted living residences, and/or affordable units will partially 
depend on the market environment.   
 
How additional housing will integrate with our existing neighbors and neighborhoods is 
also an important factor.  The Old Town area is walkable, and an increase in housing 
units is an opportunity to enhance the Old Town business area.   
 
In the current budget, the City Council funded a housing study.  This information as well 
as the Comprehensive Plan and the Small Area Plan will guide the Mayor and City 
Council on the future of housing in this area as well as an overview for the entire City. 
 
6)  Do you support Fairfax City’s recent decision to create a storm water utility?  
Why or why not? If you do not support this initiative, what revenue source would 
you identify to fund meeting state-mandated storm water quality standards?  
 
Stormwater management and proper infrastructure are imperative.  Not only is meeting 
state-mandated storm water quality a legal requirement, protecting our local waters is 
crucial for our own health, safety, and preservation of the biodiversity in our water 
bodies. 
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The establishment of the storm water utility fee has several flaws in its construct and in 
itself does not ensure a cleaner local watershed.  There are several concerns that arise 
from this new fee’s flaws.  For residents, this new tax has all the disadvantages of paying 
local taxes, but none of its advantages, such as federal tax deductions otherwise and 
previously available.  
 
Imagine if you did not pay your cable or internet bill, and instead of cutting off service 
and possibly sending the bill to collections, the company filed a lien against your home.  
It may seem far-fetched, but that is how this “fee” to fund a stormwater utility works. 
 
The “stormwater utility fee” is another phrase for a rain tax, that is charged through 
residents' escrows on their real estate mortgages just like real estate taxes.  If one does not 
pay the “stormwater utility fee,” the City could file a lien against one’s home just like a 
default on paying real estate taxes.  No other fee in the City works this way. That’s not 
how it works if you fail to pay your cable or electric utility bills.  So why should Fairfax 
residents live in fear of a “fee” that’s actually an unnecessary and additional tax? 
 
For background, until the establishment of the rain tax, Fairfax property owners funded 
our current stormwater program with 3 cents of their current real estate tax rate.  That 
means if one has a higher assessed property than one’s neighbor, one used to pay more 
into our City’s stormwater management.  The rain tax replaced the real estate tax rate 
model with a “fee for service” approach.  This means residents are now charged a fee 
based on the amount of water runoff one’s property generates.  While that may sound 
fair, there is more to think about unless one can stop the rain. 

First, tax-exempt does not mean "fee-exempt."  Under this new construct, tax-exempt 
groups such as churches, HOAs, veteran halls, and some other nonprofit owned 
properties are now paying to cover that 3 cents (or more) on the current real estate tax 
rate’s worth. 
 
Tax-exempt city-owned buildings, on the other hand, do not.  During deliberation of this 
new tax, when I asked the City staff to disclose how much the City would owe if it had to 
pay the rain tax like other taxpayers, I was told it would total more than $1.4 million a 
year.  Meanwhile, the city spent approximately $400,000 in taxpayer dollars to convince 
residents that paying more in taxes for rain on their roofs is a good thing.   
 
Our city’s commercial buildings, including apartment buildings, are bearing a 
significantly larger burden of this new tax, which kicks businesses while they are 
struggling.  It is important to keep in mind that while our commercial properties help 
keep residential property tax burdens lower, there was an overall market decrease of 
5.3% for commercial properties in the City for the last quarter of 2020. 
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Although the new rain tax seeks to charge more to those who generate more water runoff, 
that also means that some of the highest assessed properties might pay less toward 
stormwater management than lower-assessed properties.  According to sample 
assessments conducted by City staff, some residential neighborhoods, such as Cobbdale, 
Fairfax Acres, Lord Fairfax Estates, Little River Hills, and Maple Hills, will pay more in 
rain tax than they did on 3 cents of the real estate tax rate.   
 
No one on the Council, myself included, disagreed that the City of Fairfax needed more 
than $13 million in work on our stormwater management, but there were other ways to 
pay for this without soaking those residents who can least afford it.  We could have 
issued bonds against future revenues.  We could have used federal funding from the 
COVID-19 relief legislation to pay for the project in full and still have more than $15 
million available for other projects.   
 
7)  Motivated by the Total Maximum Daily Load plan for reducing pollution of 
Accotink Creek, Fairfax City is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects 
to reduce stream erosion. Yet the prime cause of stream erosion lies not in the 
streams, but in upland built-up areas. How can the new storm water utility fee be 
used to reduce the runoff from paved surfaces that is the source of the erosion? 
 
Reducing pollutants in the Accotink Creek is an investment in our environment and the 
future.  The stormwater utility fee should be used to mitigate runoff from paved surfaces 
through funded projects just as the 3 cents on the tax rate previously dedicated to 
stormwater management could have done so. 
 
We are fortunate to have beautiful natural resources in our City, and protecting our 
mature trees, ensuring sensible development with proper runoff mitigation features, and 
focusing on our environmental needs will pay off for generations. 
 
More information about my candidacy is available on my website at 
www.SangYiForFairfax.com. 
 

 

 

 


