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General 
  
1) Why are you running for office? Are there specific issues or concerns you wish 
to focus on? Do you think Fairfax City is headed in the right direction? Why or 
why not? 
 
I am running for office because several people in the community encouraged 
me to run and because I will bring a different perspective and leadership 
approach to the city. I think we need to prioritize our environment and 
natural resources; we need more outside-the-box and critical thinking. I think 
the City of Fairfax is an amazing place to live and I want to help make sure it 
stays that way. 
  
2) Please summarize your history of civic engagement in Fairfax City that supports 
your candidacy for public office.  
 
I’m an experienced problem solver and critical thinker. In my professional 
life I’ve written ordinances and policies, studied evidence-based ways to lower 
crime, worked on issues involving zoning laws, policing best-practices, and 
worked to predict and resolve future problems. In the City, I’ve volunteered 
for A Place to Stand - a wonderful organization started by a city resident. I 
volunteer regularly for the PTA at Daniels Run Elementary. I also served as a 
board member for the preschool at Fairfax United Methodist Church. I pay 
attention to issues in the City and always work to help spread awareness and 
information. 
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Specific 
  
1) Many areas of Fairfax City lack a connected street grid, forcing more vehicles 
onto its major roads and constraining residents’ access into and out of their 
neighborhoods. In recent years the city has started to make progress in creating a 
more functional street grid through projects such as the University Drive extension 
and the planned Government Center Parkway extension. However, these new 
connections often arouse opposition from residents concerned about cut-through 
traffic. How would you work to create a more efficient and connected street grid? 
  
  I think our neighborhoods have many access points and one of the benefits in 
our city are the multiple route options we have to other points of interest 
nearby. I think if we want to make our city more pedestrian-friendly, we need 
to make sure that when we are designing these cut-throughs/extensions we are 
prioritizing pedestrian and resident safety, not just vehicle convenience. Many 
cities have taken the approach of categorizing streets - some streets are 
neighborhood streets where pedestrians are prioritized and safe/slow vehicle 
use is permitted; some streets are arterial and we need to prioritize large 
truck deliveries or faster moving cars while still ensuring safe use by 
bikers/walkers commuting. We can’t ignore the safety concerns from 
residents - especially now when we’ve had 22 pedestrian deaths from vehicles 
in Fairfax County this year. In the past week the Fairfax County police and 
City of Fairfax police have ticketed drivers going over 90 miles per hour – one 
in a 25 mph school zone.  
 
The government center pkwy extension seems to make a lot of sense in a 
largely commercial area. In residential areas we need to make sure we aren’t 
jeopardizing resident/pedestrian safety in order to prioritize vehicle traffic. 
We can reduce resident’s concerns with innovative and low-cost methods to 
guide cut-through traffic, Alexandria has a great example of one  
approach: https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/local/virginia/alexandria-
makes-major-progress-on-traffic-issues-cut-throughs/65-60e438b0-064d-4aa9-
8131-b0b6f362174e There is also growing research on slowing down cars to 
make biking and walking safer: 
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/ex/sustainablecitiescollective/12-ways-slow-
down-traffic-car-oriented-city/262221/ 
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2) Affordable housing is a problem locally, regionally and nationally. What steps 
can Fairfax City take to address this issue? How can Fairfax City effectively use its 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund?  
 
  I think the city should move quickly to approve proposals like the one from 
the Lamb Center (to build small apartments for unhoused people in our city, 
funded and run by a non-profit). I don’t think we should grant zoning 
exceptions to developers, allowing them to tear down existing affordable 
housing and leave empty dirt lots - like what happened with the Breezeway 
and Fairfax Garden apartments. I think we could use the city trust fund to 
support community land trusts:  
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-
analysis/blogs/stateline/2022/05/25/cities-back-community-land-trusts-to-
protect-affordable-housing 
I would not have supported establishing a fund without a plan in place to use 
the money. It leads to situations where developers offer the city cash when 
requesting zoning exceptions and the cash doesn’t immediately help anyone. 
  
3) What is your vision for Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town? What steps can 
Fairfax City take to help Old Town become a vibrant shopping area and attractive 
tourist destination?  
  
I would love to see the city participate in or use the publicly available 
expertise/resources provided by the VA Main Street program 
(https://virginiamainstreet.com/about/). I think adding some retail small 
businesses would increase the time visitors spend in our city and increase the 
number of businesses they visit. I think smaller commercial spaces are more 
manageable for businesses to afford and stay successful. I think our events are 
great and they bring visitors to our businesses. I think we can look at other 
successful historic downtowns in VA and learn from them. I think the city 
should explore options to get existing commercial spaces filled - other cities 
have established higher property taxes for vacant properties. This incentivizes 
commercial landlords to fill spaces instead of abandoning them and taking a 
tax write-off. 
 
4) The new Flats on University has brought 800 young adults into the heart of Old 
Town Fairfax. What steps can the city take to ensure these new residents 
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feel welcome? How can the city help ensure they have the services and amenities 
they want?   
 
  I don’t think the city should treat one group of residents differently than 
others based on where they live. The new tenants of the flats can utilize all the 
wonderful city services that we have currently. And I think the city EDA does 
a great job of advertising events in the city for everyone to enjoy. I am 
concerned about the number of complaints from the new residents - about 
appliances not working and other construction and safety issues in the 
building (found on google and other platform reviews). I think the best way 
the city can help the new residents feel welcome is by making sure the 
landlord is providing a safe and healthy environment. The rental district 
ordinance in the city is one way this could be accomplished.  

  
5) At least three different reports (Vision for Fairfax and Mason, Fairfax 2020 
Commission Report, and City of Fairfax Old Town Fairfax Revitalization Plan) 
have recommended looking for near-term opportunities to add housing in Old 
Town. Progress has been made with Providence Square, Mayfair on Main, and the 
Flats OnUniversity all coming online. Is more urban density housing still an 
appropriate goal for Old Town?  Why or why not?  
 
I think we should use existing impermeable footprints for housing. I wish the 
buildings on north and university had smaller commercial spaces on the 
ground level and residential units above. I think Mayfair was a good use of 
vacant space and brought more residents closer to town. It would have been 
great if the draper’s space had a residential unit on a second floor. We do 
have a lot of parking lots in prime spaces in town - we could work to support 
consolidating those into a garage and making better use of the land (maybe 
even gaining back some permeable/green space for people to gather). I live in 
Green Acres and we always walk into town, I think we could also prioritize 
safe walking/biking paths from existing housing that surrounds old town. 
  
6) Do you support Fairfax City’s recent decision to create 
a stormwater utility?  Why or why not? If you do not support this initiative, what 
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revenue source would you identify to fund meeting state-
mandated stormwaterquality standards?  
 
I absolutely support improving our stormwater system - there have been 
many issues with flooded streets in the city. I did not support the ordinance as 
written. I had three major concerns: 1. the ordinance allows the director of 
the program to change the definition of permeable/impermeable, 2. The city 
removed the final clause of the ordinance (used by other cities in VA) that 
allows residents to appeal to circuit court if there is a dispute, 3. There was no 
change or attempt to reduce the exponential growth in impermeable surfaces 
within our City. We are asking residents to buy bandaids to throw on an 
infected wound that we aren’t taking any steps to heal. We grant exceptions to 
developers to destroy trees and then have erosion and flooding problems on 
our streets and properties. We don’t allow residents to have gravel driveways 
and our ordinances and stormwater credit system don’t reflect the science 
that large, old-growth trees help reduce stormwater more than new saplings. 
  
7) Motivated by the Total Maximum Daily Load plan for reducing pollution 
of Accotink Creek, Fairfax City is pursuing a program of stream restoration 
projects to reduce stream erosion. Yet the prime cause of stream erosion lies not in 
the streams, but in upland built-up areas. How can the new stormwater utility fee 
be used to reduce the runoff from paved surfaces that is the source of the erosion? 
 
The money pays to improve the infrastructure collecting stormwater but the 
utility program should have been combined with other changes that would 
actually reduce run-off and increase permeable surfaces. Don’t allow 
developers to bury streams and destroy marsh areas that naturally help 
absorb run-off. Don’t destroy old, large trees that absorb run-off. Prioritize 
minimizing impermeable surfaces in new development. Incentivize developers 
to use permeable pavement. If we construct a trail, make sure it’s a permeable 
surface and don’t destroy 30 feet across in trees and plants. These are steps 
that should be taken in conjunction with creating a stormwater management 
program. There is a ton of great research out there on these topics:  
https://nacto.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/urban_waterways_permeable_pavement_hunt.pdf 
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Let’s also allow residents to plant wildflowers along roadways - instead of 
giving them citations or forcing them to tear up beneficial plants and replace 
with grass.  


