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General

1) Why are you running for office? Are there specific issues or concerns you wish to 

focus on? Do you think Fairfax City is headed in the right direction? Why or why 

not?

Experience matters.  As a life-long City resident with demonstrated leadership on the 

Council, I will provide the necessary proven governance to make the tough decisions to 

keep our City moving forward.  The next Council must strike a balance – providing top 

notch services while maintaining fiscal discipline and a reasonable tax rate. Fiscal 

management, economic development, education, and transportation will require 

continued focus over the next few years. I will work with staff and the Council to 

provide accountability, fiscal responsibility, and dependable leadership.

2) Please summarize your history of civic engagement in Fairfax City that supports 

your candidacy for public office. 

Public and Community Service

• Chairman, City of Fairfax Labor Day Car Show 2015 – Present
• City Council 1994–2018
• Council of Governments Human Service and Public Safety Committee 1996–2018 
• Northern Virginia Transportation Commission 2006–2018



Fairfax City Citizens for Smarter Growth candidate questions

• President, Windy Hill Owners Association 1999–2009 
Clubs and Affiliations
• Member, George Mason University Alumni Association 
• Member, National Eagle Scout Association 
• Past President and former member, Fairfax Jaycees
Personal
• Life-long City resident 
• Married to Lisa Greenfield since 1993; Daughter Alexandra
• Co-owner, Greenfield Enterprises, LLC 
• Certificate in Executive Leadership, Brookings Institute
• Masters in Public Administration, George Mason University 
• Bachelor in Political Science, George Mason University 
• Graduate of Fairfax High School

Specific

1) Many areas of Fairfax City lack a connected street grid, forcing more vehicles 

onto its major roads and constraining residents’ access into and out of their 

neighborhoods. In recent years the city has started to make progress in creating a 

more functional street grid through projects such as the University Drive extension 

and the planned Government Center Parkway extension. However, these new 

connections often arouse opposition from residents concerned about cut-through 

traffic. How would you work to create a more efficient and connected street grid?

Opposition arises when we don’t do a good job with outreach and messaging early in the 

process.  The City is built out, and few opportunities exist to create grids outside the three 

nodes – Kamp Washington, Northfax and Fairfax Circle.  Continued emphasis should 

focus on the nodes to build out additional streets to service future development while 

taking pressure off the major corridors.

2) Affordable housing is a problem locally, regionally and nationally. What steps 

can Fairfax City take to address this issue? How can Fairfax City effectively use its 

Affordable Housing Trust Fund? 

Housing affordability continues to be a challenge in the Northern Virginia region 

generally, and the City of Fairfax, specifically.  “Affordable housing” means different 

things to different people, and the City continues to struggle with how we define it.  For 

example, is it workforce, senior, or lower-income housing?  To date, most recently 

approved projects have only addressed workforce housing and some housing that meets 
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the needs of seniors.  If elected, I would work with the Council and staff to identify and 

agree on the categories of housing we need, what we currently have approved or in the 

planning phases, and where we have additional needs.  Further, the City must ensure that 

universal design is incorporated into every new multi-family project.

For the first time in recent history, the City is poised to consider several truly affordable 

housing projects – the Cardinal Court apartments, the American Legion, the Hi-way 

Motel, and the Fairfax Presbyterian Church.  As proposed, that could mean upwards of 

255 units.  This will finally provide an opportunity for housing to support those members 

of our community who are truly in need.

Finally, I am proud of my previous leadership on affordable housing.  The “Trust Fund” 

made sense, but execution is the key.  In that regard, I am not sure the Trust Fund will 

ever have the monies needed to make a real difference.  To that end, I would look at 

where we are, how best to use existing funds, and then develop a way forward that’s 

makes sense for the City.  

3) What is your vision for Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town? What steps can

Fairfax City take to help Old Town become a vibrant shopping area and attractive 

tourist destination? 

There are really two parts to Old Town – the historic and transition overlay districts. I 

support a vibrant, pedestrian friendly downtown.  A place where retail shops are open 

beyond 5 PM.  Further, we should meet regularly with our business owners to see what 

we can do to support their success!  As noted below, the City should work with the EDA, 

our economic development staff and property owners to get vacant spaces occupied.  

With a reasonable vacancy rate, we should then look at what’s missing in the downtown

to determine if it is more residential, retail, or restaurants. Finally, the City needs a 

predictable cradle to grave development process that supports economic development.

4) The new Flats on University has brought 800 young adults into the heart of Old 

Town Fairfax. What steps can the city take to ensure these new residents feel 

welcome? How can the city help ensure they have the services and amenities they 

want?  

As an alumnus from GMU, and the only member of the governing body (past and 

present) to have graduated from GMU, it’s exciting to see more students in the 
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downtown.  We need to work with the City communication team to ensure they receive 

the CityScene, fliers about special events, and opportunities to support volunteering 

throughout Fairfax.  As mentioned in a previous response, the City needs to partner with 

the EDA, our economic development staff and property owners to occupy vacant spaces 

in the downtown. Further, as additional development occurs, we need to determine what 

are the mix of uses the residents in the downtown would support.

5) At least three different reports (Vision for Fairfax and Mason, Fairfax 2020 

Commission Report, and City of Fairfax Old Town Fairfax Revitalization Plan) 

have recommended looking for near-term opportunities to add housing in Old 

Town. Progress has been made with Providence Square, Mayfair on Main, and the 

Flats On University all coming online. Is more urban density housing still an 

appropriate goal for Old Town?  Why or why not? 

Size, scale and quality all matter.  The market clearly drives the types of housing the 

development community can build. We have to be mindful of moving the City forward 

while maintaining our small town atmosphere. It isn’t just about adding more units in my 

mind.  I believe we need to be thoughtful about the mix of uses in the downtown, to 

include extending the “downtown” one block north with a re-imagined Courthouse Plaza.

6) Do you support Fairfax City’s recent decision to create a stormwater utility?

Why or why not? If you do not support this initiative, what revenue source would 

you identify to fund meeting state-mandated stormwater quality standards? 

For decades, the City of Fairfax funded its stormwater efforts from a dedicated 2-3 cents 

on the tax rate.  In simple terms, the rate impacted business and residential property 

owners based on assessed value so not everyone pays the same.  That dedicated fund was 

recently replaced by the rain tax.  Property owners across the City are now charged a fee 

based on the amount of water their property produces.  

I am about continuous process improvement.  With that in mind it behooves us to look at 

the revenue the new tax generated as compared to what was anticipated, meet with 

property owners to ensure we got it right, and adjust accordingly.  I would also take a 

look at the long-term needs the City identified as the foundation for the new tax.  What 

was the City not able to fund through the previous dedicated funding source.  The last 

item I think we need to review is equity.  We have a number of stormwater structures 

across the City that homeowners pay to maintain, but yet the majority of the water is 
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from outside their boundaries.  Changes in State law and our approach to addressing 

those changes requires us to constantly review our approach to ensure we are fair to

everyone.

7) Motivated by the Total Maximum Daily Load plan for reducing pollution of 

Accotink Creek, Fairfax City is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects 

to reduce stream erosion. Yet the prime cause of stream erosion lies not in the 

streams, but in upland built-up areas. How can the new stormwater utility fee be 

used to reduce the runoff from paved surfaces that is the source of the erosion?

We need to look at alternative methods for how parking lots are paved when new projects 

move through the approval process.  There are many new options that reduce runoff via 

less impervious surfaces.  Continuing to reduce pollution in Accotink Creek must be a 

part of any discussions for development.  The new rain tax could be used to help mitigate

runoff and could be part of a public/private partnership for stormwater management.  We 

are Tree City USA – protecting our open space, parks and streams must be a priority.    


