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General

1) Why are you running for office? Are there specific issues or concerns you wish to 

focus on? Do you think Fairfax City is headed in the right direction? Why or why not?

Fairfax City is generally headed in the right direction.  The City Council has been 

proactive with making changes to infrastructure and design that will help Fairfax City

residents and its business communities. I would like to ensure that these changes continue 

with a focus on attracting new businesses to Fairfax City while keeping the burden of 

expense associated with these changes minimal to residents. I am concerned that over 

taxation could become a hardship for residents.  New avenues for revenue should be 

explored that would not impact Fairfax City residents or have a negative impact

retaining and courting new businesses.  I would like keep Fairfax City affordable and 

safe for its residents while providing opportunities for businesses.

2) Please summarize your history of civic engagement in Fairfax City that supports your 

candidacy for public office. 

I am new to public service and civic engagement. I have volunteered service with 

charities, religious activities, and youth sport clubs. Now that my children are grown, I 

want to become more involved within my community. I will be drawing from my business 
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experience as an executive with large Realty Trust and as a long-time resident of Fairfax 

City to help guide me on the City Council if elected.

Specific

1) Many areas of Fairfax City lack a connected street grid, forcing more vehicles onto its 

major roads and constraining residents’ access into and out of their neighborhoods. In 

recent years the city has started to make progress in creating a more functional street grid 

through projects such as the University Drive extension and the planned Government 

Center Parkway extension. However, these new connections often arouse opposition from 

residents concerned about cut-through traffic. How would you work to create a more 

efficient and connected street grid?

I support the planned extensions and the creation of a more connected street grid. The 

City Council should continue to explore more options to re-imagine the traffic patterns 

throughout Fairfax City. The use of stop signs, traffic circles, and additional traffic 

calming methods can be used to mitigate cut throughs and ease residents’ concerns.

2) Affordable housing is a problem locally, regionally, and nationally. What steps can 

Fairfax City take to address this issue? How can Fairfax City effectively use its 

Affordable Housing Trust Fund? 

The use of funds through the Virginia Housing Trust Fund, the National Housing Trust 

Fund should be used to fund the development of new housing and the redevelopment of 

existing housing units for Seniors, Special Needs, low income, and qualifying employees 

of Fairfax City, County Schools, and others employed within the public trust. Additional 

funding should be explored to assist with the housing of our temporarily homeless 

population.

3) What is your vision for Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town? What steps can Fairfax 

City take to help Old Town become a vibrant shopping area and attractive tourist 

destination? 

Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town should be a pedestrian friendly destination for the 

residents of Fairfax City and its visitors. Currently there is not a specific attraction or 

attractions to draw in visitors. A theater and/or entertainment venues should be explored 

as development options. These venues could attract more visitors that would likely stay in 
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the area to shop and eat.  Additional mixed use, high density residential & business 

developments should also be explored. Additional ways to access Old Town including 

public transportation, bike lanes, and pedestrian walkways should be examined so that 

additional traffic does not have a negative impact on traffic and congestion around Old 

Town. New developments would need to consider parking garages rather than open lots. 

New construction designs should continue to complement the Historic features of Fairfax

City.

4) The new Flats on University has brought 800 young adults into the heart of Old Town 

Fairfax. What steps can the city take to ensure these new residents feel welcome? How 

can the city help ensure they have the services and amenities they want?  

These new residents of the Flats are GMU students. Efforts should be made to make their 

access to campus and areas around Fairfax City easier. Bus, bike, & scooter sharing 

programs will continue to be important. Additional off-campus, school affiliated activities 

and events will keep these young adults in Old Town and hopefully the Old Town 

businesses will cater to their needs for food, entertainment, and social gathering. Old 

Town should consider re-imagining itself as a small “College Town” and embrace GMU 

and the students.

5) At least three different reports (Vision for Fairfax and Mason, Fairfax 2020 

Commission Report, and City of Fairfax Old Town Fairfax Revitalization Plan) have 

recommended looking for near-term opportunities to add housing in Old Town. Progress 

has been made with Providence Square, Mayfair on Main, and the Flats on University all 

coming online. Is more urban density housing still an appropriate goal for Old Town?  

Why or why not? 

Yes. High density housing and mixed use residential are appropriate for the development 

of Old Town. The development of high density and mixed use residential has the potential 

to increase business activity and additional housing opportunities for residents in the 

area. This can be planned as to not negatively impact street traffic or the development on

“green spaces.” Additional planning could be made to ensure the area is pedestrian 

friendly and resources for shopping & recreation are available. 

6) Do you support Fairfax City’s recent decision to create a stormwater utility?  Why or 

why not? If you do not support this initiative, what revenue source would you identify to 

fund meeting state-mandated stormwater quality standards? 
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I support this initiative although I do have questions regarding how Fairfax City has 

calculated the square footage of impervious surfaces and what actions individual 

residents & businesses can take to lower the impact on runoff from their building 

structure and if so, how changes made can be applied towards possible credits. I also 

have concerns how the collected fees will be used. It was created to offset growing costs 

for an outdated system that is overloaded. I am concerned that the fee is just an 

additional tax disguised as a fee.

7) Motivated by the Total Maximum Daily Load plan for reducing pollution of Accotink 

Creek, Fairfax City is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects to reduce stream 

erosion. Yet the prime cause of stream erosion lies not in the streams, but in upland built-

up areas. How can the new stormwater utility fee be used to reduce the runoff from paved 

surfaces that is the source of the erosion?

The fee should be used to upgrade the existing stormwater management system. 

Additionally, the fee can be used to add green spaces in areas that are considered more 

impervious. Most of the impervious surfaces are located at heavy traffic areas and 

business districts. Adding green spaces and trees to these areas where possible, would 

help to lower the impact of runoff. Adding green roofs to public buildings and schools 

could help.


