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General

1) Why are you running for office? Are there specific issues or concerns you wish to

focus on? Do you think Fairfax City is headed in the right direction? Why or why not?

I’m running for office because I believe our community needs good stewardship first and

foremost.  Thoughtful decisions need to be made about everything from housing and

transportation to environmental sustainability and public education.  I’m focused on

housing in particular, as well as the environment and economic development.  I think

over the last 60 years decisions have been made that have been both good and bad, by

people with the best of intentions.  But when we know better, we can do better.  We need

to think in a more future-focused way about what we’re doing and the long term impacts

on neighborhoods and the environment.  Inadequate consideration of peripheral impact in

some areas has led to some poor choices for development and as we move forward I

would like us to be more strategic in our choices.  I think Fairfax City is right on the cusp

of really taking off as a destination, as a place to live and as a small city that others look

to for innovation and creative thinking - but we need to elect the right leaders to shepherd

that process.

2) Please summarize your history of civic engagement in Fairfax City that supports

your candidacy for public office.
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For over a decade, I have served on the Board of Directors for Britepaths (formerly Our

Daily Bread) and I have also served on the boards of Virginia’s List, Equality Virginia

and NARAL Pro-Choice VA PAC.  I currently host two television shows dealing with

policy issues, Inside Scoop and Your Need to Know, on Fairfax Public Access as well as

Making Change Radio on Radio Fairfax.  I ran for Fairfax City Council in 2012 and

although I did not win, I remained engaged in the City’s government process. I believe

strongly that public service should be available to all, so I have a history of supporting

women candidates, first time candidates, candidates from minority groups and young

candidates both locally across the city and across the Commonwealth.  I have previously

engaged with the Council on issues of development in the city.  I have been a Rotarian for

14 years and I am a past president of the Rotary Club of Centreville-Chantilly.  There is

no greater lesson in common purpose than sitting down to lunch once a week with people

who don’t necessarily share the same religious or political beliefs but who believe we can

all do more for our community and around the world.

Specific

1) Many areas of Fairfax City lack a connected street grid, forcing more vehicles

onto its major roads and constraining residents’ access into and out of their

neighborhoods. In recent years the city has started to make progress in creating a more

functional street grid through projects such as the University Drive extension and the

planned Government Center Parkway extension. However, these new connections often

arouse opposition from residents concerned about cut-through traffic. How would you

work to create a more efficient and connected street grid?

I believe the street grids have to accompany an increase in sidewalks and bike lanes so

that our plans are not completely car-centric.  It’s important that we make the city safer

for multimodal transportation, including pedestrians, those using the bus and bicyclists.

We need to increase our communication and outreach about the CUE bus - not just that it

is free as part of a pilot program, but increasing the signage about stops, about when the

next bus will arrive and about where the bus goes around the city.  I think we need more

signage and communication about our trails and our bike paths as well.

We also need to consider innovations in traffic calming solutions.  As we do that,

however, we also need to be mindful of not doing something simply because it is the

current fashion in traffic calming but because it is proven by evidence-based and

data-driven research.  As we look to the future, the way we use cars will change - electric
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vehicles and autonomous vehicles may replace the gas-powered cars we currently use.

Urban planning therefore should not be centered around the belief that communities will

continue to be built around individual car ownership.  So our plan for city streets needs to

accommodate a forward-thinking vision for how the traffic itself might change.

2) Affordable housing is a problem locally, regionally and nationally. What steps can

Fairfax City take to address this issue? How can Fairfax City effectively use its

Affordable Housing Trust Fund?

The allocation of funds is a collaborative process between the council and the mayor but

my priority would be to find creative ways to boost our affordable housing stock while

also ensuring we have funds to continue rehabilitating existing stock.  I think we need to

do more with the resources we have.  One thing I think we should consider is insisting

that developers provide set-asides of affordable units whenever they make a proposal to

the council.  We should also be seeking partners in creating more affordable housing -

developers, landowners and business owners interested in building this kind of housing.

The Glebe View project is a good example of a partnership between a community

institution (Fairfax Presbyterian) and a non-profit organization coming together to

increase our affordable housing stock.  The mayor can play a role in facilitating those

kinds of partnerships and seeking creative ways to connect those with an interest in

providing affordable units.  I’m also open to considering the amending and expansion of

zoning laws that pertain to accessory dwelling units, to allow more small units to be built

on existing residential land.

3) What is your vision for Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town? What steps can Fairfax

City take to help Old Town become a vibrant shopping area and attractive tourist

destination?

As mayor, I’m willing to go the distance to put in municipal bathrooms - you need to

make the city hospitable to visitors and residents alike with services like that.  With as

many outdoor events and activities as we are beginning to have in Old Town, we can’t

ask people to come and stay here for recreation, shopping and restaurants if we

don’t give them somewhere to use the restroom.  I think that’s particularly

important for young families with small children - they need clean and accessible

restrooms.
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I also want to prioritize safer pedestrian walkways, all over the city but especially in Old

Town.  Our sidewalks don’t always accommodate wheelchairs, strollers or more than one

person.  And we have students now living in Old Town in The Flats, so we want to make

sure they can walk, bicycle and take public transportation from their homes to the GMU

campus.

We need to preserve the historic elements of Old Town that we love while also creating

space for restaurants and shopping that people want.  One way I’m hoping to bring in

some innovation is by creating some regulations around food trucks.  We currently don’t

appear to have regulations for food trucks as a daily part of the city, but if we create

something that makes space for them, restaurateurs may bring a variety of unique

gourmet options here on a regular basis.  Finally, I’d like to see Old Town really commit

to a community farmer’s market that is based in the city - by closing off a street like other

communities do and really working hard to curate a great selection of produce, food

shopping, unique goods and services, and so on.

4) The new Flats on University has brought 800 young adults into the heart of Old

Town Fairfax. What steps can the city take to ensure these new residents feel welcome?

How can the city help ensure they have the services and amenities they want?

First, we need to survey the students who live there about what they actually want.

They’ve been there a few months now and I’d like to hear directly from them about how

the city could better meet their needs.  But one thing I’m sure they need is better

connectivity to the bike lanes on University so they can get to GMU.  And we definitely

need more communication about CUE Bus - not only letting people know that it’s free,

but what the stops are, how long until the next bus comes, etc.  Those are things we can

do right now, with minimal cost but maximal impact. Finally, the mayor can and should

be a leader in fostering more commercial development around the Willard Way/Safeway

area that appeals to students.  We have such an incredible opportunity to create a corridor

that caters to these students and makes them a more vibrant part of the city - but we have

to put in businesses that appeal to them.  I want to build on the conversations that the

previous mayor has already had with the developer in that area and help inspire that

developer to bring something unique to the area.

5) At least three different reports (Vision for Fairfax and Mason, Fairfax 2020

Commission Report, and City of Fairfax Old Town Fairfax Revitalization Plan) have

recommended looking for near-term opportunities to add housing in Old Town. Progress
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has been made with Providence Square, Mayfair on Main, and the Flats On University all

coming online. Is more urban density housing still an appropriate goal for Old Town?

Why or why not?

Yes, it is still an appropriate goal for Old Town because a thriving commercial base

depends on having a certain density of consumers to purchase goods and services.  It’s

also in keeping with the City’s Comprehensive Plan to encourage mixed use development

- putting residential units over commercial/retail space. With limited land available for

development, we have to build upward while respecting the City’s current height

restrictions. Restaurants and retail will rely on those who live nearby to patronize those

businesses.  But we can’t expect all of that to work without considering the other

variables that make for a vibrant Old Town:  safe pedestrian walkways, the right mix of

commercial development, good stewardship of the environment in the city, as well as

bike lanes and access to our trail system. We need leadership who can strike the right

balance among those variables moving forward.

6) Do you support Fairfax City’s recent decision to create a stormwater utility?  Why

or why not? If you do not support this initiative, what revenue source would you identify

to fund meeting state-mandated stormwater quality standards?

Yes, I support the stormwater utility because I think centering environmental concerns is

the right approach to considering the future of the city.  We need to ask those who have

the highest square footage of non-porous surfaces to pay the most - and those are largely

businesses, not residents.  But we also need to give people opportunities to invest in

better methodologies to reduce stormwater runoff through the installation of porous

alternatives, rain barrels, swales that include native plants for better water filtration, and

so on.

7) Motivated by the Total Maximum Daily Load plan for reducing pollution of

Accotink Creek, Fairfax City is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects to

reduce stream erosion. Yet the prime cause of stream erosion lies not in the streams, but

in upland built-up areas. How can the new stormwater utility fee be used to reduce the

runoff from paved surfaces that is the source of the erosion?

Some of the money needs to go to education and outreach so that property owners

understand what they can do to reduce runoff on their own properties.  The city needs to

be asking developers to present plans that have mitigation strategies built in.  And we
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need to consider how the city’s own properties can be improved so that we have good

runoff mitigation and stormwater management.
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