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General 

 

1) Why are you running for office? Are there specific issues or concerns you wish to 

focus on? Do you think Fairfax City is headed in the right direction? Why or why 

not? 

 

I’m running for the future of our community, for my son’s future, and for the future of all 

kids in the City of Fairfax. I’m concerned that the City may be developing too rapidly in 

areas that are likely to remain car-dependent and overlooking areas that are already 

walkable.  

 

Additionally, I am concerned by the use of consultants for environmental and traffic 

studies whose reports may be biased by their interest in the approval of a development - 

especially when our state universities have the capacity to do those studies and in some 

cases will not charge the city. 

 

I like that our City is looking toward the future, but I believe that we’ll face some 

challenges in the next few years as the cost of everything is going up. I want to work the 

Council and City staff to find solutions to help keep businesses here and people in their 

homes. Between the ripple effects of the housing bubble burst and Covid, I am optimistic 

that our City has learned lessons and avenues to keep us vibrant in the coming years. 
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2) Please summarize your history of civic engagement in Fairfax City that supports 

your candidacy for public office.  

 

I’ve worked or volunteered for civically-oriented nonprofits since I was 11 years old. 

Additionally, I’ve had the privilege to be a foster parent for the past 5 years, fostering 

children from the City and Fairfax County. I also serve on the board of directors of 

Formed Families Forward, a nonprofit that serves foster, adoptive, and kinship families in 

the City and surrounding areas, and I’ve been a member of and block captain in the 

Mosby Woods Community Association. 

 

Specific 

 

1) Many areas of Fairfax City lack a connected street grid, forcing more vehicles 

onto its major roads and constraining residents’ access into and out of their 

neighborhoods. In recent years the city has started to make progress in creating a 

more functional street grid through projects such as the University Drive extension 

and the planned Government Center Parkway extension. However, these new 

connections often arouse opposition from residents concerned about cut-through 

traffic. How would you work to create a more efficient and connected street grid? 

 

I would prioritize the street grid improvements as follows: first, Old Town and the 

Transition District. Second, in the Activity Centers. Third, in the Commercial corridors. 

Additionally, I would work with the county to improve connectivity through the 

Courthouse complex when feasible. Regarding the neighborhood streets elsewhere in the 

city, I think that they should be connected to the adjacent commercial corridors in which 

they regularly do business, but I’m skeptical that it’s worth fighting over when there is so 

much low-hanging fruit in Old Town. 

 

2) Affordable housing is a problem locally, regionally and nationally. What steps 

can Fairfax City take to address this issue? How can Fairfax City effectively use its 

Affordable Housing Trust Fund?  

 

First, do no harm; residents of existing affordable housing (especially if they aren’t 

receiving any subsidies from the city or another government) should not be displaced in 

order to build purportedly more profitable housing.  
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It is my understanding that there are several affordable housing projects in the works. I 

will work with the Council, City staff, and Planning Commission to figure out what is 

slowing down the process of some of these coming to a vote. For example, the Council 

recently discussed the 10 unit proposal by the Presbyterian Church. When watching the 

meeting, I was surprised to see that this relatively small project has been in the works 

since 2018. 

 

With regard to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, I would use it to make grants for 1) 

aesthetic improvements to existing affordable housing and 2) assistance to small 

developers and nonprofits in their construction of new affordable units. 

 

3) What is your vision for Fairfax City’s Historic Old Town? What steps can 

Fairfax City take to help Old Town become a vibrant shopping area and attractive 

tourist destination?  

 

Old Town is the jewel of the city. However, visitors who are accustomed to suburban 

development find it difficult to locate the free public parking lots/structures. Additionally, 

there is a shortage of walkable destinations outside of the 4 block core area. 

 

I would propose that, during major events, volunteers could stand in prominent locations 

and help visitors find the nearest parking lot. I would also like to see signage improved – 

currently, the signs frequently contain too much information that’s confusing to a driver 

who simply wants to locate the nearest parking lot. 

 

4) The new Flats on University has brought 800 young adults into the heart of Old 

Town Fairfax. What steps can the city take to ensure these new residents feel 

welcome? How can the city help ensure they have the services and amenities they 

want?   

 

I would start with the low hanging fruit: clear communication about what the City has to 

offer to these 800 residents. Something as simple as a City Directory in the lobby of their 

building, similar to what’s found in a mall where one can search by category (e.g. 

restaurants, shopping, services, entertainment, and more). Another thing the city can do is 

work with the owner of the Safeway complex to enhance the shopping center and bring 

attention to the small businesses there, and work with the Chamber of Commerce to 

attract businesses to that area which appeal to young adults. Lastly, the City can reach out 

to the statistics or government departments at GMU to see if there’s a student project 
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interested in surveying these new residents. In my experience, students are more likely to 

respond to a peer survey instead of one conducted by unknown officials. Let’s listen to 

them and see what they actually want versus deciding for them. 

 

5) At least three different reports (Vision for Fairfax and Mason, Fairfax 2020 

Commission Report, and City of Fairfax Old Town Fairfax Revitalization Plan) 

have recommended looking for near-term opportunities to add housing in Old 

Town. Progress has been made with Providence Square, Mayfair on Main, and the 

Flats On University all coming online. Is more urban density housing still an 

appropriate goal for Old Town?  Why or why not?  

 

With the current state of our economy and rapidly rising interest rates, I’m concerned 

about vacancies at the developments which are currently approved or under construction. 

We should focus on the vibrancy of the businesses in the Old Town and attracting ones 

which will support the current residents in Old Town before looking approving more 

housing. I would like to see what the City’s housing study found regarding this matter. I 

don’t believe it’s been published yet. 

 

6) Do you support Fairfax City’s recent decision to create a stormwater utility?  

Why or why not? If you do not support this initiative, what revenue source would 

you identify to fund meeting state-mandated stormwater quality standards?  

 

In principle, I agree with the stormwater utility’s goal of reducing impervious surface and 

related runoff. That said, I would have coupled the stormwater fees with an offsetting 

reduction in real property taxes, so as to not unduly burden residents and businesses in a 

year where they’re suffering from inflation as well as increased tax bills.  

I’m also concerned about the structure of the fee. Unlike property taxes, stormwater fees 

are not deductible on a federal or Virginia income tax return. Additionally, the 

stormwater fees impose a new and potentially severe burden on many nonprofits within 

the city, if they have large parking lots or buildings. Churches and social organizations 

such as the American Legion could potentially have liens placed on their properties if 

they were unable to raise the additional funds to pay for the fee, and the latter especially 

worries me as the wife of a veteran. 

 

7) Motivated by the Total Maximum Daily Load plan for reducing pollution of 

Accotink Creek, Fairfax City is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects 

to reduce stream erosion. Yet the prime cause of stream erosion lies not in the 
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streams, but in upland built-up areas. How can the new stormwater utility fee be 

used to reduce the runoff from paved surfaces that is the source of the erosion? 

 

I think there’s a lot of potential for runoff alleviation projects (such as stormwater 

retention) to be funded with the stormwater fee like they’ve been previously funded with 

general revenues. I’m not sure how much they can specifically do anything about 

upstream impervious surfaces, which may be a legacy of past development. 

 


