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*Population demographics are driven by market conditions and are not easy to predict or forecast. 

*There are significant changes to our population occurring.  First, we will be growing due to recent new 
developments/redevelopments.  Our population could grow to 30,000 in the near future.  Second, with 
the redevelopment of Fairfax Circle, the Novus Gateway project and Oak Knolls, we should see a growth 
in young singles moving to Fairfax City. 

*One aspect to influencing housing in the city is to focus on employment opportunities in the city.   

*There is a growing need for housing to serve students at George Mason University, both undergraduate 
and graduate students. 

*There continues to be opportunities for redevelopment in the city rather than “new” development 
given the build out of the city.  

*We anticipate significant turnover in single family houses as original or long term owner’s age and look 
for alternatives.  Our current population is aging and new types of housing are needed to accommodate 
that segment of our population.  

*2/3 of our residents who are employed and are in the work force work in the city or Fairfax County.   

*We have a significant percentage of people coming into the city to work from distant locations, with a 
smaller percentage of our population working in localities outside of Fairfax City and Fairfax County. 

Key Issues/Actions identified 

*We need to focus on economic development as a tool to connect workforce to our housing stock and 
to help create new opportunities. 

*We need to develop policies and plans that help create a healthy population mix. 

*Need to promote and create accessory housing units. 

*We need to create a continuum of housing types to address varied needs of our population and to 
allow them to remain with the community as they age and needs change. Also need to create affordable 
housing. 

 


