
Fairfax Circle: We are trying to schedule a meeting with Randy Kenna of Combined Properties to 
discuss specific components such as the plans for Fairfax Boulevard frontage. We have concerns 
about the project, especially in regard to pedestrian/bicycle access and stormwater management. 
We have six specific proffer recommendations that we plan to send to the city planning depart-
ment and transportation division. Most of these recommendations are based on issues that we 
discussed and shared in writing with David and Wendy at a meeting this summer. 

Britt Property: The committee met with Rob Seldin of Cafritz Interests concerning their applica-
tion to redevelop the Britt Property in Kamp Washington. The applicant and the city remain far 
apart on several issues, including the street network, consolidation and building massing.  In our 
view, some of the city’s critiques are overly harsh and the project could be of significant benefit, 
especially with some tweaks. We are planning to seek a meeting with Councilmember DeMarco to 
explore opportunities to re-engage city leadership in the project. 

Other upcoming projects: The committee met with planning staff and learned that there are 
several redevelopment projects likely to be filed within the next year. These include the Breeze-
way/Fairfax Gardens, which is expected to file this November, Northfax East i.e. Fairfax Shopping 
Center (December), Northfax West (latter half of  2014), and Oak Knoll apartments. Most or all 
would have multifamily housing.  

Transportation and Infrastructure 

City Council approved expansion of the photo red light enforcement program to three additional 
intersections.  Douglas spoke in defense of the program to enhance pedestrian safety. 
 
If you are interested in participating in the Transportation Committee for future projects, contact 
Mary Valenta at mvalenta@bellsouth.net. 

Fairfax Boulevard Market Analysis: At their October 8 meeting, the Mayor and City Council and 
Planning Commission were briefed on Streetsense’s analysis on commercial/retail development 
potential on Fairfax Boulevard. The consultant’s basic conclusion is that opportunities are very 
finite and the city needs to be much more strategic about where to concentrate retail and com-
mercial. Their recommendation was to focus mixed-use in Northfax. The other two nodes (Kamp 
Washington and Fairfax Circle) are already “over-retailed.” The analysis could significantly affect 
the redevelopment strategy for the Boulevard. 

The Planning Committee needs members.  Those If interested, please contact Tom at 
tom.burrell@verizon.net. 

Pipeline: 

Circle Plaza: application sub-

mitted 01/13, public hear-

ings expected in the next 1-

2 months. 

Kamp Washington: applica-

tion submitted 05/13.  Joint 

discussion expected this fall.  

CFCSG monitoring status. 

 

Pipeline: 

123/50: CFCSG monitoring 

status. 

Kamp Washington: funded.  

CFCSG monitoring status. 

Jermantown: funded using 

BID tax.  CFCSG monitoring 

status. 

 

Pipeline: 

Zoning Update: RFP issued 

with November deadline.  

CFCSG monitoring. 
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The coordination committee did not meet this past month, but planning is underway for informal 
presentations to the planning commission and city council to re-affirm the priorities of the group 
and show support for the findings Smart Growth Workshop this summer. 

The city is in the process of developing a comprehensive plan amendment to address affordable 

housing, and has developed voluntary proffer language for multifamily housing that would call for 

5% of units to be affordable for residents earning 60% of Area Median Income (AMI) and 7% to be 

affordable for residents earning 80% of AMI. The committee adopted a position calling for no net 

loss of affordable multifamily housing (from the current 435 affordable units). We submitted our 

statement to the Planning Commission, and Betsy Bicknell plans to comment at the Oct. 28 PC 

meeting. Betsy is also setting up a meeting with VOICE, the inter-faith group that is in the lead in 

campaigning for affordable housing, to explore opportunities to work together. 

Regional and National News 

Update: 

The Regional Coalition for Smart Growth held a social fundraising event on October 2 with Jeff 

Speck as a speaker.  Several CFCSG group members attended, including Douglas, Mary, Tom Ross, 

Shannon and Paul, as well as councilman Michael Demarco.   

George Mason University President Angel Cabrera has stated that the University supports con-

struction of the Bi-County Parkway.  The Coalition for Smart Growth sent him a letter asking him 

to reconsider this position. 

CFCGS’s regular meeting took place on September 18.  Judy presented an overview of roles dis-

cussed for the Steering Committee (now called Coordination Committee).  She also described the 

addition of specialty roles for those who have a specific interest or knowledge base that could be 

beneficial to any or all of the committees.  The development review committee listed planned 

meetings with staff and the Britt Property developer which have since taken place.  The planning 

committee will be participating in the zoning update process and needs members.  The transpor-

tation committee recapped the approval of the Northfax drainage improvement project. 

If you are interested in joining the CFCSG and have not already signed up via the web-site, please 

do so at the following address:  http://juelrofr.wufoo.com/forms/z7x4m1/ 

Our next meeting will take place on October 16 at 6:00 in Room 103 of the Library. 

Pipeline: 

Presentations to Planning 

Commission and Council in 

November. 

Outreach plan ongoing. 

 

Pipeline: 

I-66 RFP: Proposals due in 

November, public hearings 

expected afterward. (This 

was announced in July). 

 

Announcements: 

Congratulations to council-

man Michael DeMarco for 

being accepted into the Lo-

cal Leadership Council for 

Smart Growth America. 
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